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THE CONTINUING STORY OF A 
PREVIOUS IOWA STATE 

DIRECTOR  

Thoughts from Neva Fowler 

 
After working in the jail ministry for 5 years, the 

time was right, so I checked to see what was 

happening with CEF in the area, but it was way 

less than when I taught clubs 13 years earlier. As 

a result, I volunteered to do the work of a local 

director in Des Moines to help build the ministry 

and give boys and girls in central Iowa the 

wonderful message of salvation and teaching     

of Jesus.  

 

I taught and helped others teach Clubs in homes 

and in schools. Others with a heart to win boys 

and girls came alongside as they saw the fruitful 

opportunity to use CEF’s materials and methods 

to teach the truths of the Bible.  They are simple 

enough that children could grasp it and yet deep 

enough even adults would come to know Christ. 

There is always a salvation message and growth 

application woven into the Bible lesson with a 

simple invitation to receive Jesus as Savior. After 

the invitation, we checked to see if the children 

understood the Gospel. Surprisingly the clear 

answer is “YES”, the children knew what they 

were doing. Later we would see the glowing 

peace in their hearts and the evidence of the new 

Spirit. Parents and teachers saw it too! 

 

There was not a local director, yet there were so 

very many kids that needed to know Christ.  

Article continued to next column  

I got my feet wet and my hands busy in CEF by 

first attending a CYIA (Christian Youth In Action). 

This was not easy, but it was satisfying to watch 

God prepare me for this opportunity to serve 

Him. The knowledge that God was in control 

and He loved the children even more than I did 

made it easier to press on as I taught 5-Day Clubs 

in Des Moines. 

 

I began to promote Good News Clubs and held 

teacher trainings like I had attended and loved 

years before. Volunteers who were eager to teach 

kids about God came to learn. Good News Clubs 

in neighborhoods and public elementary schools 

got started and grew. Five or six years later, I 

found myself a full-time volunteer. Wanting to 

better develop the ministry, I was delighted to 

attend CMI, (Children’s Ministry Institute) in 

Warrenton, Missouri, the international 

headquarters. It took me almost 2 years to get 

every class in while continuing the work of the 

local ministry. 

 

After graduating, I became the local director for 

three years. Then the State Director retired. I was 

encouraged to become the State Director. After 

some time and prayer, I accepted the position 

which I served in for 5 years.  

 

I retired in 2002 after 14 rewarding years of 

watching God work and seeing children saved, 

learning of God’s love for them, and helping 

others have the excitement and joy of winning 

boys and girls to Jesus.   

 

Stay tuned to learn what Neva loved most about 

serving with CEF! 

 

Indian Lakes 
Chapter 

Happenings                     
 

“Children are not the church of tomorrow … 

they are the church of today.” -Unknown 

 

 

 

 

Danny is a 7-year-old who attends Club and 

trusted in Jesus there. His eagerness to listen 

to the Club sessions is only exceeded by his 

desire to answer all the questions, which he 

does most enthusiastically, sitting on the edge 

of his seat in rapt attention.  He told his 

teacher, “I don’t know how to pray!”. She 

was delighted for the opportunity to visit 

with him and thankful for the resources and 

training of CEF!    

 

HOW DO I PRAY? 
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GNC BACK TO SCHOOL 

As the schools have opened back up, we are 

grateful to have nine Good News Clubs. Over 

100 children have attended these clubs this year 

and many come each week!  

One thing we have noticed is that the children 

seem especially inquisitive, asking great questions.  

 

“If you don’t believe in Jesus, what happens to 

you when you die?”  

“Why did God make the world?”  

“What does it mean to worship God? Can I 

worship something else too?”  

“Why did Jesus have to shed his perfect blood?  

 

Praise God that these children are at Good News 

Club® and have a safe place to ask these 

questions. Please pray for our teachers and that 

the Holy Spirit will give them the words to say 

when deep questions are asked!  

CEF knows a need is being met through club as a 

child told a teacher this, “I love club! If I must 

choose between this or another kids' program, I 

choose GNC because I learn all about God here, 

but other programs are just snacks and games." 

 

GOOD NEWS CLUB- AT HOME 
We have our first home Good News Club that 
stared in January. We asked the hostess and 
teacher why she is holding one. She said “I am 
more and more convinced that God has placed 
me here on earth to share the Gospel with my 
neighbors. It is a great opportunity to tell Bible 
stories with children. God asks us to spread the 
seed, to water it and He makes it grow. We may 
not have too much more time. (Article 
continued) 

God has given me a sense of urgency. HE 
WANTS US TO GLORIFY HIM! Sharing the 
Gospel should be my primary calling as a 
Christian. What better way to share the Gospel 
with my little neighbors than through Club? 
Children who have given their lives to Jesus are 
more likely to follow Him. If they fall away from 
God, they are more likely to come back to Him 
later. I love CEF materials and their programs, 
the children respond well to them. I also 
appreciate the CEF team that God sent and is 
very supportive.” 

PRAYER AND PRAISES 

  

GROWING AGAIN 
Nearly two years ago, we hired our first ministry 

coordinator to break up our large 11 county 

chapter. With so much ground to cover, 

coordinators are vital to growing this ministry. 

We are seeking an additional ministry coordinator 

to serve in the eastern part of our chapter. Our 

desire is for them to cover: Monroe, Wapello, 

Davis and Appanoose counties. Please pray that 

God will bring the right person so more children 

can hear the Good News! 

SUMMER COME SOON 
 

We are so excited for winter to end and summer 

to be here. Last summer, our CEF chapter, with 

15 teenagers, was able to share the Gospel with 

over 800 children. We are praying for God to 

allow us to reach even more! Think of how many 

children could hear if we had more teenagers! Do 

you know a teenager who loves the Lord, has a 

desire to serve Him and enjoys kids? Then 

CYIA™ (Christian Youth in Action™) is for them! 

This will allow them to develop as a leader and 

grow closer to God all while having an eternal 

impact on children in their hometown. 

Applications are due April 15!  

 

Visit www.indianlakescef.org/cyia to apply, learn 

more or call Shane.  

 

Camp Good News will be coming even sooner 

this year! Middle School Camp will be July 25-30 

with Elementary Camp July 31-August 3. Stay 

tuned for more updates on Camp! 

 

 

 

 

 

CYIA Teenagers 2021 

--Praise God for many open doors to share 

with churches and individuals about the 

ministry!  

--Praise God for the provisions through our 

Pella Hostess Supper.   

--Pray for a fruitful summer ministry this year.   

--Pray for God to open the door to North 

Korea, so we can share the Gospel there. 

--Pray for an additional staff member to cover 

four counties. 

http://www.indianlakescef.org/cyia

