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THOUGHTS ON SUMMER:     
TEEN EDITION   

 
“As a team leader, I drove my teammates to clubs 

throughout the summer. The fellowship in the 

car each day was a blessing! I loved being a leader 

and able to help the other teachers with questions 

and concerns they might have had during the 

weeks of clubs. This summer was incredible, and 

I look forward to another summer teaching!”         

-Elyse, 4th year 

“This summer I learned children deserve to know 

Jesus, no matter how old or young they are. I 

learned that teaching is not very hard; you must 

know and believe what you are teaching. I 

enjoyed teaching the missionary story and playing 

games with the kids. I enjoyed working alongside 

the other leaders who helped me through 

struggles with clubs. I appreciated how well 

thought-out the stories were that we taught to the 

kids. The biggest thing that impacted me was 

how much I can make a difference in the 

children’s lives! I loved how God can bring such 

energetic teenagers together to share the love of 

Christ.” -Lydia, 1st year 

“Being a team leader was a really enjoyable 

experience this summer. I loved being able to 

work with my younger peers and watch them 

grow in their teaching ability." -Laurey, 4th year 

“This summer I learned that communication is 

key. Without it, our backyard clubs would have 

gone terribly. (article continued) 

I learned more about what it means to be an 

evangelist and how important it is to tell others 

about the good news of Jesus Christ. I love kids, 

so being able to teach them stories, songs and 

games as they learned more about Jesus was 

amazing. It was an awesome experience for me! 

Also, the other teenagers I worked with were 

very helpful and a huge blessing for me, 

specifically as a first-year teacher. It was beautiful 

to see how 5-Day Clubs affected kids in a 

positive way. Whether it was their attitude, 

thoughts, or actions towards others, I saw the 

changes in them and it made a huge impact on 

me. This experience caused me to want to tell 

more people about Jesus Christ, not just kids. 

Also, the other teens that taught this summer at 

clubs set a great example for me that encouraged 

me to be the best teacher I could be. They were 

great friends and wonderful people, and I had an 

amazing experience teaching this summer.”          

-Malachi, 1st year 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISES 

 

Indian Lakes 
Chapter 

Happenings                     
 

“We are all just one breath away from 

eternity. Either Heaven or Hell.”              

This is why we share the Gospel every time 

we are with children!  

 

 

 

 

Stores are selling back to school supplies, but 

CEF® is still doing summer ministry. Praise 

God for the 667 children who have heard the 

Gospel through 5-Day Clubs. Two more 

events still need to happen in Southern Iowa 

before our summer is truly over. 

SUMMER IS STILL ON! 

---Praise God for the great attendance at our 

5-Day Clubs this year.    

---Pray for Jill’s husband, Kerry, who is very 

sick after being hospitalized. Please pray for a 

quick recovery for him!  

---Praise God for the 14 teens who have been 

teaching all summer. 

---Praise God for the 100 children who 

attended Camp Good News this year! 

---Pray for our summer events in Osceola and 

Corydon. Pray God would send many 

children! 
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BLITZING WATERLOO 

Each year, one CEF chapter is chosen to host a 

summer 5-Day Club® Blitz. The local staff lines 

up 5-Day Clubs and teens from across the state 

come to teach these clubs. They are to help 

jumpstart summer ministry in that area. This year, 

the Blackhawk chapter (Waterloo area) hosted. 

Six teens taught five clubs. They ended the week 

with Good News Spectacular-giant inflatables, 

free food and more. Two of our own teenagers 

were able to attend the blitz this year. Naomi, a 

second year CYIA student, went. She wrote 

about her experience teaching three 5-Day Clubs 

in the Waterloo area.  

She says, “The Blitz experience was one-of-a 

kind. All the clubs were different, but had one 

thing in common. Those kids needed to hear the 

good news of Christ. I even got the chance to 

pray with a child who then was led to salvation. 

God worked through me to share the good 

things He has done, and I would never pass up 

that opportunity.”  

Through the week, 344 people heard the Gospel 

and 118 of them believed in Jesus for the first 

time! Praise God for how He is working around 

the state of Iowa through CEF!  

 

CAMP GOOD NEWS RECAP 

At Camp Good News this year, we had around 

100 campers: 30 middle school (ages 10-15) and 

65 elementary (ages 6-10). Nearly all our CYIA 

students participated in camp, whether serving as 

counselors or support staff. (article continued) 

Marie Johnson, our summer coordinator, wrote 

this about camp. “Our theme at camp this year 

was ‘Adrift’. In chapel, this meant that we 

focused on how Christ gives us meaning, instead 

of wandering through life aimlessly. For other 

aspects of camp, we had lots of water games and 

pirate-themed activities. We had lots of younger 

middle schoolers. Everything went smoothly, and 

the campers learned so much through our chapel 

sessions, and just enjoyed themselves. It was a 

crazy few days, but the kids were poured into by 

the counselors, and many connections were 

made. It was a successful week of camp, and the 

kids were so excited to see what new activities 

would take place each day. I taught several 

campers and counselors alike how to make 

friendship bracelets. The faith that God asks of 

each of us is to trust that He will do the 

impossible. We can only be part of the kids' lives 

for a very short time, and it is easy to get 

frustrated when we don't see the spiritual 

progress we expect to see. But, in faith, we pray 

that God touches the hearts and lives of these 

kids, and that they can become the next 

generation of believers! In faith we plant the 

seeds, and in faith, we ask that God does the 

growing and the harvesting! The harvest is plenty, 

but the laborers are few.” 

TESTIMONIES FROM THE 

TRENCHES  

---- A group of Good News Club® teachers hosted 

a 5-Day Club in a park. Some of the kids at Good 

News Club had been asking about being baptized. 

These kids met with a local pastor to learn more 

about what it means. Then, after a week of 5-Day 

Club, there was a picnic and baptism service for 7 

kids from the Good News Club! One teen teacher 

said, “It was just the best thing ever.” 

----At one of the 5-Day Clubs in southern Iowa, 

12 children attended. There were two boys there 

whose mom is going through a divorce, but she 

became a believer last year. She would help at 

club every day and listen to the Bible lessons. 

When asked why she stayed, she said, “I just want 

to learn about the Bible.” She thanked the 5-Day 

Club teachers for pouring into both her kids and 

her throughout the week.  

----You may remember this year we had our first 

in-home Good News Club. This teacher also hosted 

a 5-Day Club at her home. An 8-year-old girl 

attended both clubs. She came to 5-Day Club with 

her Bible that she got from Good News Club and 

was looking up the lesson as the Bible teachers 

were sharing the Gospel each day.  

---At a VBS in Ottumwa, a boy prayed for 

salvation. He is the oldest of his siblings. His 

younger 3 sisters became curious about what he 

had done. That night they asked their parents 

about it and all 3 girls prayed for salvation as well! 

Now the oldest two children are getting baptized 

in mid-September at this same church.  Counselors at camp for banquet night- pirate 

themed 


